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H E Baptiſm of Infants has been a troubleſome 

Diſpute almoit ever lince the Reformation: But 

I ſhall only rehe arſe a te Arguments commonly uſed 
to vindicate the Practice of Baptizing Children. 

I. The Covenant mide with Abraham and bi; Seed, | 

Gen, xvil. is the Corezant of Grace; it includes, and 

was deligned to extend to all Believers, When God 


promiſed to be a GON to Abraham, and to his Sed, 
St. Paul aſſures us, that by Arabam's Seed is meant 
all that ſhould imitate the Faith of Abraham, whether 
they be 7eus or Gentiles, Gal. iii. 7. Know ye there- 
ore, that they xvho are of the Faith, the ſame are the | 
Children of AZraham. Ver. 29. {f ye are Chriſt's, | 
then are ve Abraham's Seed, aud Heirs according to the | 
Promiſe. 
The /ame ſpiritual Promiſes, and Bleſſings, which | 
belonged to the Church under 'the Old Teftament, be- | 
long alſo to it under the Neu, Acts ii. 39. 2 Cor. i. 20. 
nn is repreſented as the Root, or Stock of the vi- | 
ſible Church, Rom, xi. 16. 17. Sc. The Feavyh 
. Church are the natural Branches of it; the Gentiles are 
ingraſted into the ſame Stock, ver. 17, 24. and Parrake 3 
of the Bleſſings of it. 
From theſe Texts (and many others might eaſily be * 
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produced) it ſeems evident, that the Jeb and the 


1 Chriflian Church are but one and the ſame viſible 


Church in a continued Sueceſſion, though under diffe- 
rent Adminiſtrations, and Ordinances, 


II. The Coverant made with Abraham, and witk 
his Seed, is /{ill in Force. 'I his is implied in what has 
been aiycady faid : But it ought to be part.cularly con- 
ſidered. It is plainly aſſerted by the Apoſtle, Gal. ili. 
17. To the ſame Purpoſe the Apoſtle ipeaks in Rom. 
iv. 14. 16, Here he declares, that the Promiſe made 
to Abraham, is not made of none Fea, or aboliſhed, 
but is ſure to all Believers in ai/ es. | 

Ever ſince GOD called the Family of -{4raham, and 
ſettled his viſible Church in it. He never ſuffered it 
to fail. It was an everlaſiizs Covenant that he made 
with Abraham, to be his GOD, and the GOD of his 
Seed, Gen. xvit. 7. that he might be the Father both: 
of Fews and Gentiles, who were brought into the 
Church, as in Roz. iv. I1, 16. 


III. The Children of the Jus were viſible Mem- 
bers of the Jew Church under the Covenant of A- 
braham, and as ſuch they were acknowledged, and re- 
ceived into it by Circumciſion, as the Door of Entrance, 
Gen, xvii. 9—14. 


IV. The Children of Chriſtiaus were never cut off 
from this Privilege, when their fathers were received 
into the Church, whether they were Jeu or Gentiles ; 
and therefore they are members of the Chri/tian Church 
alſo, under ſpiritual Promiſes, and Bleſſings. When 
the Jerus the natural Branches, were cut off from the 
good Olive-Tree, their [izzle Buds were cut off with 
them alſo; and when the Gentiles by a Profeſſion of 
Faith were grafted in, as foreign Branches, their /#t/le 
Buds were grafted in with them. Chriſ received he 
Children that were brought by their Parents, and laid 
his Hands on them, and bleſſed them, aud ſaid, Of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heawen, Matt. x, 13.— 16. The Pro- 
miſes of the Oll Teftament, wherein Children are in- 
claded, in ſome of the Prophets, do refer to the Gentil 
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Church, as well as the Jetuiſb, Iſai. xliv. 3. 5. Iſa. 
Ixv. 23. Joel ii. 28, 29. For i 7s the Blefſing of Abra- 
ham which reaches to his Seed, that comes upon the 
Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iii. 14. Rom. xv. 
8. 9. that the Gentiles may glorify G O D for his 
Mercy. 


V. Bapliſin is now (like Circumciſion of old) the 
Sign of God's Covenant. This is plainly intimated by 
the Apoitle in Gal. iii. 27, 29. Circumciſion being 
aboliſhed, and Baptiſm coming in the Room of it, 
Baptiſm ſhould be applied to all thoſe, who have any 
Intereſt in the Covenant, as Circumciſion was. Now 
that Baptiſm is come in the Room oft Circumciſion, 
ſeems plain from Col. ii. 12. where the Apoſtle argues, 
that being baptiſed, we need not be circvmcited : And 
beſides, Baptiſm and Circumciſion fignity the fame 
Thing, i. e. the Removal of Sin; one by Cutting off, 
and the other by Waſhing away. 


VI. As it ſeems to manifeſt the Ri of the Chil- 
dren of Chriſtians to theſe Bleflings, or that they have 
an intereſt in this Covenant, ſo there are ſome Conſi- 
derations, which render it very probable, that Childten 
ſhould be admitted into the viſible Church, by the 
Chriſtian Door of Entrance, that is Papiiſin. As for 
Inſtance: 

Firſt, the Goſpel, which is a Diſpenſation of greater 
Grace, does not In, but increaſe the Privileges of 
the Church : It takes away Yokes and Burdens indeed, 
ſach as Circumcifion was, Ad, xv. 10. but does nc 
diminiſh its Honours or Privileges. h | 

Again, when the Father or Mother of a Family be- 
lieved in Chriſt, their Houſholds were baptiſed toge- 
ther with themſelves, even where there is no Mention, 
tbat the Houſhold believed in Chri/f alſo: As in the 
Caſe of Lydia and Stephana;, Acts xvi. 15. 1 Cor. i. 16. 
Now Children are uſually a conſiderable Part of the 
Houſhold. 

Yet further, Children under the New Teſfament are 
#3 capable of receiving the bleffing ſignified, and ful- 
filling the Duties enjoined, as ever they were under the 
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Old, It is granted that they neicher could en, nor 
can zoww underſtand the Blethusgs nor the Duties; yet 
they might receive the Seal ol Circumeiſion, or of Bap- 
tiſm, as a Bond laid upon them in mfancy, to fulfill the 
Obligations of the Duties of riper Years, and as an 
Encouragement to wait, and hope for the Bleſſings. 
This was the Caſe of Fervi/h Infants, and why may not 
Chriſtians be favoured with it elſo? 

The Covenant made with Abraham, and with his 
Sed, Gen. xvii. 7. included 7yfants. This Covenant 
is not repealed or diſannulled (II. Ar.) It was intended 
to extend to Means and their & (I.) It is con- 
firmed by God to C, (Gad. iii 17.) i. e. It was 
made with CHνν, conhdered as including all his Mem- 
bers in him. As Circumciſion ot old was the Sign of 
admitting Perſons into this Covenant; fo now Baptiſin 
is the & of almiting Perſons into the /ame individual 
Covenant (V.) theretore it mult be zdminiftered to the 
ſame Perſdus, i e. to infants, as well as to the Adult. 
When the Cozcnant is the /ame, the Privileges and 
Promijes the ſaue, the Seal mult have been the /ame, if 
it had not been changed, and the Seed of Abraham to 
inherit mult be the /e allo, unleſs there is any Altera- 
tion made in the Goſpel. The Seed in corenant in— 
eluded [fats ; and theretore Infants are {till Part of 
that Seed or {oraham. The Seed ot 4%raham had a 
Right to the Stad of the Covenant ; their X. di (till con- 
tiaues as the Corerant des; and therefore. they are to 
be admitted, Lufant, in particular, 9 Baptiſin, the Pre- 
ſent Seal ot this Corenarn?. 

It God thought fir to make any Alterations in ary 
Circumſtance ot this Covenant, it ſeems neceffary, thac 
he ſhould give Notice of it in the Goſpel. Accordingly 
as he thought fit to change the old Sign of Circumci/ior 
for Baptiſm, ſo he has in the Goſpel, expreſsly warned 
us of the Change, 4; xv. 24.—xxit. 21, 25. Gal. v. 
2, 3. And as he choſe to make one Alteration, with 
regard to the Per/oz to whom the Seal of the ſaid Cu- 
wenant ſhould be applied, and to ordain that Huales, as 
well as Males, ſhould be baptized, fo he has expreſsly 
told us of this Alteration iu the Goſpel, Alls viii. 1 2. 
XVI. 14+ 16, Gal, iii. 27, 29, In like manner it mult 
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be concluded, that if Goc - would have had: a farther 
Alteration made, if [rfants of believing Parents, that 
were formerly to partake of the Sal of this Covenart 
were upon the Coming of Chriſt, to partake of it ze 
more; undoubtedly God would have given us expreſs. 
Warning of it, and have told us in the Goſpel, that 
though afants, before Chrift came, were in the Cove- 
wart, now they are to be ut out of it. But as the 
Goſpel ſays no ſuch thing, it ſeems to me certain, it 
cannot be true. It is then incumbent upon thoſe who 
oppoſe Infant-Baptiſm, if they would make their Point 
good, poſitively to prove this by Texte, which expreſsly 
declare, that Chrift has cat Infauls out of the Comes 
nant, though before they were in it. But no ſuch Texts 
can be produced : theictore it appears, they continue in 
Covenant, and have ſtill a Right to the Seal of it, which 
is Bapti/in, = 

It ,will be in vain here to urge, that the Scripture 
ſufficiently doclares againſt App!iying this Seal of the 
Covenant to Infants, by making Faith and Reipentance 
the Conditions of Baptiſm. For this Kind of Arguing 
would as well prove that fans heretutore were nut 
qualified for Ciczmc/ſion, which yet no Man will aſlert. 
As this Argumeat would prove too much, it muſt be 


looked upon as proving Nothing. It will Le needſul to 
add as a diſtinct Head, that 


VII. The Texts which ſpeak of Faith as the Term 
of Baptiſm do not at all imply, that /y/anzs are not to 
be baptized. In the Caſe juſt now mentioned, there is 
a. Parallel between Baptiſm and Circumciſon. If a 
Heathen heretofore was proſelyted to the Jew Reli- 
gion, and did hereupon delire to be circumciſed, he 
was admitted to Circumciſion upon the Account of his 
Faith in the GOD of /7ae!: And till he profeſſed 
this Faith, he could not /aww/ully be circumciſed. And 
if a, Fewi/h Prophet had been inviting a Set of Heathens 
to Fudaiſm and Circumciſion, he would have been 
forced to talk in ſuch a Manner as this, zz. Believe 
in the one true GOD and ye ſhall be circumciſed, | 
4 He that believeth and is circumciſed, ſhall be ſaved : 
but he that belieyeth not ſhall. be condemned. Re- 


66. pent 


2 
an 


i 
* 
1 
A 
S 
2 
IS-: 
P 
ba. 
% VÞ 
45S 
7 
* 
ys 
* 
9 


W Kc. o£ = * LY La 


2 - 


* 75 


1 E 
er & pent of your Idolatry, and other ſius, and be cir- 
at . F- 


« cumciſed. Circumciſion now ſaveth us, not the Put- 
« ting away a Bit of Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good 
« Conſcience towards the true GOD. Ariſe then and 
© be circumciſed, and put away your Sins.“ In this 
Manner the Few:/h Prophet muſt have ſpoke to his- 
Heathen Audience. And if he had /ucceeded, and made 
Proſelytes, the Hiſtory of it muſt have been expreſſed 
in ſuch Language as this, g. When the Heathens 
believed the Prophet preaching the Things concerning. 
&< the Kingdom of GOD, they were circumciſed. A 
6& certain Convert ſaid to the Fexwwi/h Prophet, What 
& ſhould hinder my being circumciſed? The Prophet 
„% anſwered, It you beliere with all your Heart, you 
„% may, He replied, I beliere that there is one GOD, 
& and that Moſes is his Prophet. And hereupon he 
& circumciſed. him. Others hearing, believed, and 
&« were circumciſed,” This, I apprehend, mult have 
been the Language, in caſe the Prophet hed preached 
to a Heathen Nation, and proſelyted them. And yet, 
I ſuppoſe, that no one would, from this Kind of Lan- 
guage, infer, that Hus were not to be circumciſed, 
or that adual Faith in GOD was fo univerſally neceſ- 
fary to Circumci//or, as that Infants were net ta receive 
it, for want of actual Faith. As this will be allowed 
by every one, it muſt be acknowledged alfo, by Parity 
of Reaſon, that the wery /ame Eapreyions, when in the 
ſame Circumſtances applied to Baptiſm, cannot imply 
that Infants are not to be Zaptized. . All I now. contend 
for is, that they do not even /tem to imply, that In- 
fants are not to be 5aft/zed; for this they cannot do, 
unleſs in the Caſe above repreſented, they did alſo im- 
ply,. that Infants were not heretofore to be circumciſel. 
As it will be allowed, they would not have implied this, 
they cannot conſiſtently be thought to imply the other. 
If it had been fit to have continued Circumeiſion, as 
the Sign of God's Coverant, and Chriſt had actually 
continued it, when he gave his Apoſtles a Commiſſion 
to proſelyte the Gentile Nations, I do not ſee how he 
could have expreſſed his Thoughts better than this; 
Go, projelyte all Nations, circumcifing them in the Name 
af the Father, aud of the Son. and of the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. 
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Prove to the Gentiles, that Jeſus is the Chrifl, and 
when they profeſs to believe this,, circumciſe them 


Would the Apoſtle, or any one elſe, have inferred 
from hence that Intants, not having actual Faith, were 
not to be circumciſed? Nay, rather on the other hand, 
the Apoſtle would have reaſoned thus: © The Sign of 
% GOD's Covenant, Circumciſion, has hitherto been 
© confined to one Nation even that of the /fraclites : 
„% but now Chriſt has commanded us to extend it to all 
« the Nations of the Earth. He has ordered us to go, 
& proftlyte all Nations, and circumciſe them. Surely 
© jt is his Intention, that we ſhould take our Pattern 
« from the Practice of Circumciſian among the Jervs, 
«© He cannot therefore be ſuppoſed to mean, that we 
% mult only circumciſe grown Men, who arc capable 
of believing the Goſpel, and proteſs ſo to do. It is 
& evident he intends, that when we ſhould have circum- 
4% ciſed ſuch, we ſhould next circumtiſe their Male 
© Children ; and that in after Generations, the Males a- 
„ mong them ſhould be circumciſed the eighth Day. 

„Thus it was at the fuſt Inſtitution. Abraham was 
„ firſt circumciſed, then his Children, of whatſoever 
„ Ages they happened t be; and in after Generations 

„their Children were circumciſed the eighth Day. 

« This is a Direction to us. And when we are bid to 

& go profelyte all Nations, circumciſing them, we plainly 

& fee, we are not forbidden to circumciſe Infants ; but, 

te on the contrary, are ordered to imitate this Example 

« of our Father Alrabam.“ I obſerved, if Circamcifion 
had been rearinmcd, as the Seal of the Covenant, and the 
ſame Commiſion had been given to the Apoſtles, as now 
was given them, only the Word circumciſe uſed inſtead 


of baptize, no one would have imagined, that Form of . 


Expreſſion would in the leaſt have interfered with the 
Circumciſion of Infants. It is as certain then that the 
ame Form of Words, applied to Bapti/m, cannot in 
the leaſt interfere with the Baptiſm of Zefants. 

Theſe Conſideratione, I think, Fully take off the 
Force of all the Obljections that Men think they find in 
the Scripture againſt the Baptiſm of Ian. If there 


de any thing in the Nature of Baptiſm, as a Seal of the 


Covenant, which confines. it to ſuch as believe, _ 
mus. 
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muſt have been the he limiting Nature in e 
which was a Seal of the ſame Covenant, But as this is 
certainly falſe, the other cannot be true. If an Infant 
was not by reaſon of his Age, unqualified to receive the 
Sign of Circamciſion, a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
an Infant cannot now by reaſon of his Age, be conſiſt- 
ently thought unqualified for Bapti/m, which is a Seal 
of the /ame. | 

Farther to confirm this Point, if it needs Confirmation 
it may be oblerved, that e /ame Forms of Expreſſion, 
which are urged out of the New Teſtament, to prove 
that Infants are not qualitied for Bapti/m, tor Want of 
actual Faith and Rpentance, would eqzal/y prove them 
unqualified for Salvation. From Chriſ''s ſaying, He that 


believes, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, ſome have in- 


ferred, that a Perſon muſt actually believe, or elſe he 
cannot be baptized; With as much Strength of Reaſon 
they might inter, that a Perſon cannot be faved, unleſs 
he actually believe; eſpecially ſince it is added, He that 


_belieweth ſhall not be damned, Yet it is acknowledged, 


that though Infants do not believe, yet they ſhall not 
be damned. It is evident then to all, that this Text 
muſt be interpreted as ſpeaking only of the Adult, who 
were capable of hearing and believing the Goſpel. 


Since then it does nor at all ſpeak of Infants, they may 


be ſaved, and may be baptiſed too, notwithſtanding 
they are not Believers. The Method of proving that 


they may be /aved without Faith, will as neceſſarily de- 


monſtrate, that they may be baptized without their con 
Faith, notwithitanding any thing that is laid down in 
this Text. Thus all the Objections againſt Infant- 
Baptiſm are at once cut off, 


VIII. J. the Chriflian Church from its earlieff Ages, 
and we think from the Apoſiles Time, it has been the 
_ to baptize the Infant Children of profeſſed Chris 

IANS, 

To prove this, I ſhall produce a few Witneſſes, a- 
mong many. 1. in Martyr, who wrote about forty 
Years after the Apoſtles, in his Dialogue with 7p 
the Jew, page 59, plainly ſpeaks of Baptiſm, as being 
to Chriſtians in the Stead of Circumciſion. And in his 
pa- 
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Apology for the Chriſbiaus, near the Beginning, he ſays, 
2 Serra! Per jons among 4 * of fixiy or ſeventy Years 
on old of both F, TOOFE drjcipled [ or made Diſciples ] 10 
* Chri/t in ar rum their Childhood,” Pleaſe to obſerve, 
that Full in : Word 54207 von 2: g were difcipled, or 
made Diſciples, is the very ſame Werd that had been 
uſed by St. Matthiw, xxviii. 19. in expreſing our Sa- 
viour's Comcon „. $:T vi „ diſciile all Nations 
And it was done to theſe Perſons, Juf?in lays, in, or 
from their Childhood. And he wrote tht Apology 
within torty Years at the Death of the Apeſtles: And 
ſeventy Years reckoned back trum that Time, do reach 
into the midſt of the Apoiles Time. 


2. Treneus, born ab ut the Time of St. Jon 's 
Death, in his Trexiile, 4%. Hereſi lib. 2. chap 3. 
_ ſpeaking of Chriſ, ſays, Not diſdaining nor going 
in a way above human Nature, nor breaking in his 
© own Perſon the Law which he had ſet for Mankind: 
But ſanctifying every ſercral Age by the Likenels it 
„ has to Him. For he cune to ſave all Perſons by 
„ Himſelf: 47, T mean, who by Him are regenerated 
* unto God; 7:fants, and little Ones, and Children, 
* and Youths, and elderly Perſons. Theretore He 
„ went through the ſeveral Ages: For Infants being 
* made an Infant, ſanctifying Infants, Sc.“ 

This Teſtimony which reckons [zfants among thoſe 
that are regenerated, is plain and full. Dr. I all has 
largely ſhewn that the Word Regenerating does, parti» 
oularly in the Writings of Jrenæus, and in the uſual 
Phraſe of thoſe Times, ſignify Baptizing : He mentions 
ſome Places, which expreſsly declare, that Chrift was 
regenerated by John; meaning that he was baptized 

im. 

Near the Time that ITrenæas wrote the above Trea- 
tiſe, Clemens Alexandrinus wrote his Pedagog, wherein 
he expreſsly ſays, ** The Word Regeneration is the 
„Name of Bapti/m,” (I. 1. c. 6. near the Beginning): 
His thus plainly declaring, that Regenerating is the com- 
mon Name for Baptizing, does very much confirm the 
Argument taken from Treuæus, who aflerts, that Ja- 
fants were regenerated unto God. 

Pleaſe 
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4 Pleaſe to take Notice, how near this Man was to the 
> Apoſtles Time. Frenaws himſelf favs, I. 5. c. 30. that 
the Revelat.on made to St. John in Patmos, was but a 
little before his Time, and that Revolution was five 
or ſix Years before St, John's Death. In an Age fo 
nigh the Apoſtles, and in a Place where one of them had 
ſo lately lived, the Chriſtiaus could not be ignorant what 
had been done in their Time, in a Matter 10 publick as 
the Baptizing or not Baptizing of Infants. 


310 


. Origen is not only expreſs for the Baptizing of 
1 500 but gives his Reaſons tes it: a h:s eighth Ho- 
mily, or Sermon, on Leviticus, C. 12. he thus ſays, 
„% Hear Dei ipeaking ; I wwas, * * Shapen in Iui- 
. ay gu'ty, and in S:n . 4 my Mother concetve me: Shew- 
„ing, that every Sou! that is born in the Fleſh is pol- 
& Jutzd with the Filth of Sin, and Iniqquity : And that 
„ therefore that was aid, which he mentioned betore; 
© that zoe 1s /rec from Pollution, tho" his life be but the 
% Length of one Day.” 
3 Beides all this, let it bs con ſidered, what is the 
& Reaton, that whereas the Bapt:im of the Church is 
& given for the Forgivenels of Sins, /:fants are al. 
& the U/aze of the Church baftiul ; when, it there 
g & was nothing in Intints that wanted Forgiveneſs and 

„ Mercy, the Grace of Baptiſm would be ncedleis to 

e & them.” 
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= Again, in his Homily on Luke xiv. he ſays as fol- 
* lows: * Infints are baptized for the Forgivencf+ of 
11 Sins. Oi whit Sins? Or when hare they tinned? Or 
18 & how cin ny Reaſon of the Laver in their Cate hold 
* & good, but according to that Senie that we mentioned 
4 & even now: Noe 1s free from Pollution, though his L. fe 
& be but the Length of One Day upon Karth ? And it is 
* „ for that Reaſon, becauſe by he Sacrament of Bap- 
= „ tiſm the Pollution of our Birth is taken away, that 
* * Infants are baptized,” 
: Vet jarther, in the fifth Book of his Commentary on 
\. the Epiſtle to the Romans, he lays thus, And all» in 
ie „the Law it is commanded, that a Sacrifice be offered 


3 9 for every Child chat is born; a Pair of Turtle Doves, 
or two young Pigeons; of which one is for a Sin- 


ife Of - 


( 12 ) 


te Offering the other for a Burnt-Offering. For what ft 
4“ Sin is this one Pigeon offered? Can the Child that a 
« is new born have committed any Sin? It has even 0 
& then Sin, for which the Sacrifice is commanded to be 
ce offered; from which even he, awhoſe Life is but of one © 
& Day, is denied to be free. 3 
& For this alſo it was, that the Church had rrom 
© THE APOSTLES AN ORDER to give Bapiiſin to Infants, * 
„For they to whom the divine Myſteries were com- 
« mitted, knew that there is in all Perſons the natural 
„ Pollution of Sin, which muſt be done away by Wa- 
„ ter and the Spirit.“ * 
The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that Origen, not 
only ſays, that it was the Caſom of the Church to bap- 4 
tize /ufants, but he exprefly affirms, “ That the Church 
« received an Order from the APOSTLES to give Bap- 3 
« tſmeven to Infants.” | 2 
There is one Circumſtance that makes Origen a more 
competeht Witneſs to give Evidence, whether the Bap- 
tizing of Infants had been in uſe, Time out of Mind, or 
not, than moſt other Authors that we have left to us of © 
that Age; becauſe he was himſelf of a Family that had 
been Chriſtians tor a long Time. The other Witneſſes 
that I have mentioned, except Jrenæus, mult have been 4 
th. mtelves baptized in adult Age; becauſe they were (e 
ot heathen Parents. But Origen's Father was a Martyr 
for Chriſt in the Periecution under Severus, the Year | 7 
aticr the Apoſtles, 102. And Eujtbius (in his Hiſtory, 9 cc 
Book 6. Chap. 19) aſſures us, that his Forefathers had (40 
been Chri/ians tor ſeveral Generations. e 
Now fince Origen was born in the eighty-fifth Vear 
after the Apuitles (for he was ſeventeen Years old when 45 
his Father ſuffered Martyrdom) his Grandfather, or at 4 
leaſt his Great-Grandtather, muſt have lived in the A- (c 
poſtles lime. And as he could not be ignorant whether « 
he himſelf was bap ized in Infancy, ſo he had no far- „ 
ther than his own Family to go, to enquire what was 4 
practiſed in the Time of the Apoſtles, 7 
Beſides that, he was a ver. learned Man, and could © 
not be ignorant of the Uſe of the Churches; in moſt of 4 
which he had alto travelled ; tor as he was born and 
bred at Alexandria, fo it appears out of Euſebiuss Hii- W*6 
tory, 
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ſtory, B. 6. that he had lived in Greece, and at Rome 
and in Cappadocia, and Arabia, and ſpent the main Part 
of his life in Syria, and Paleſtine, 


5. What I apprehend very much ſtrengthens the 


s Truth of Infant-Baptiſm, that it is of a Divine Original, 
is this, “About one hundred and fifty Years after the 


Death of St. 70% the Apoſtle, there was an Aﬀembly 
of ſixty - ſix Biſhops, who ſpoke of Infant-Baptiſm, 
as a known, eſtabliſhed, and unconteſted Practice.“ 


One Fidus queſtioned, whether Infants were to be bap- 
= tized ſo ſoon as within two or three Days after their 


ot © Birth, and whether it would not be better to defer their 
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p- & Baptiſm, till they were * Days old, as was obſerved 
= in Circumciſion; which 


cruples he propoſed to this 


= Aſſembly, and in which he deſired their Reſolution, 


= ſhall tranſcribe, ; 


Cyprian, and the reſt of the Biſhops, who were pre- 
„ ſent at the Council, ſixty-ſix in Number, to 
„% F:dus our Brother, greeting. 


© We read your Letter, moſt dear Brother 
But as to the Caſe of Infants : Whereas you judge, 
that they muſt not be baptized within two or three 
Days after they are born; and that the Rule of Cir- 
camciſion is to be obſerved, ſo that none ſhould be bap- 
tized, and ſanfified before the eighth Day after he is 
born : We were all in our Aſſembly of the contrary 
Opinion, 
«© We judge that no Perſon is to be hindered from 
obtaining the Grace, by the Law, that is now ap- 
pointed; and that the ſpiritual Circumcifion ought 
not to be reſtrained by the Circumceiſion t hat was ac- 
cording to the Fleſh : But that all are to be admitted 
to the Grace of C; ſince Peter ſpeaking in the 
AA; of the Apoſtles, fays, The Lord has ſbegun me, 
that no Perſon is to be called common, or unclean 
„This therefore, dear Brother, was our Opinion in 
the Aſſembly; that it is not for us to hinder an 
Perſon from Baptifm, and the Grace of God, who 1g 
merciful, and benign, and affectionate to all, Which 
| B « Rule 


„ 
& Rule, as it holds for all, ſo we think it more eſpecially 
& to be obſerved in Reference to Infants newly born : 
„To whom our Help and the Divine Mercy is rather 
* to be granted; becauſe, by their Cries and Tears at 
5 their firſt Entrance into the World, they do intimate 
& nothing ſo much, as that they implore Compaſſion,” 

From this Piece of Hiſtory it appears, that both the 
Perſons who moved the Doubt, and all the Perſons who 
re ſolved it, unanimouſly agreed in this, that Infants were 
to be baptized, and that it was the ſettled Cuſtom of 
the Church to baptize them. If the Aſſembly had 
been againſt Infant-Baptiſm, they would have anſwei'd ; 
It is fo far from being neceſſary to baptize Children on the 
eighth Day after their Birth, that they ought not to be 
baptized at all, till they are of Age to judge and add for 
themſelves. But none of thoſe Biſhops was in this Sen— 
timent. They all look'd upon it, as a Thing unconteſted, 
that Infants were to be baptized. 

If we look back from this Time to the Space that 
had paſſed from the Apoſtles Time, which was but 
150 Years, we muſt conclude, that it was eaſy then to 
know the Practice of C/ri//ian; in the Apoſtles Days. 
For ſome of theſe 66 Biſnops may be thought to be at 
this Time fixty or ſeventy Years old themſelves, which 
reaches almoſt to Halt the Space: And at that time 
when they were Infants, there muſt have been ſeveral 
alive, that were born within the Apoltles Age. And 
ſuch could not be ignorant, whether Infants were bap- 
tized in that Age, when they themlelves were ſome of 
thoſe Infants. And as there was no Diſpute, or Dif— 
ference of Opinion (as there muſt have been among fo 
many, if any Innovation had been made: For it is 
here exprelly ſaid, there was not one of Fidus's Mind,) 
that Infant Baptiſm mult be delayed till the eighth 
Day ; much leſs then was there any of Opinion, that 
it was not to be at all. 

«© Tn a doctrinal Point, as Mr, Baxter well ob/erves, 
& a Miſtake is eaſier, than in a bare Narration of ſome 
« one Fact: But in a Matter of Fact of fo publick No- 
4 rice, and which ſo many Thouſands were Partakers 
« in, as Baptiſm was, how could they be ignorant?“ 


Suppoſe it were a Queſtion now among us, Whether 
Perſons 


4 
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Perſons were baptized at Age only, or in Infaney alſo, 
eighty Years beſore we were born: Were it not eafy to 
know the Truth, what by Report, and what by Re- 
cords ? 

I ſhall conclude what I have to remark on this Teſ- 
timony with obſerving, That we ſee here confirmed, 
what was ſaid betore, that Baptiſm was reckoned to be 
to Chriſiians in the room of Circumciſion. For it was 
upon that Account, that Fidus thought it muſt be the 
Time of the old Circumciſion ; and the Biſhops of the 
Council, though denying that, do call it the Spiritual 
[or Chriftian] Circumcifion, 


6. Ambroſe commenting on thaſe Words, Luke L 17. 
where the Angel prophefies of Fob, the Baptiſt, He. ſhall 
go before him in the Spirit and Power of Elias; after 
having ſhewn in feveral Particulars, how Fob, in his 
Office, did reſemble Elias, and having mentioned that 
Miracle of Pas dividing the River Jordan, adds thus; 
* But perhaps this may ſeem to be fulfilled in our 
* Time, and in the Apoſtles Time, For that Return- 
& ing of the River Waters backward toward the Spring- 
« head, which was cauſed by Elias, when the River 
& was divided (as the Scripture ſays, Jordan was driver 
& back) ſigniſied the Sacrament of the Laver of Sal- 
„ vation, which was afterwards to be inſtituted 5 by 
„ which thoſe fats that are baptized, are reformed 
& back again from \Wickedneſs [or a corrupt State] to 
„% the primitive State of their Natute.“ 

He means they are freed from the Guilt of Original 
Sin, and in ſome Senſe reduced back to the primitive 
State, in which Man was, before that happened. He 
plainly ſpeaks of /nfants, as baptized in the Apoſiles Time, 
as well as in his own ; and makes St, Vn in baptizing 
Infants for the Reformation of their Nature to the pri- 
mitive] Purity of it, to reſemble Elias in turning back 
the Waters to their Spring-head, 

Auſtin, in his Treatiſe De Baptiſino contra Donatiflas, 
Lib. 4. C. 23. having had Occaſion to ſpeak of the Pe- 
nitent Thief, who obtained Salvation without Baptiſm, 
ſhews, that that is no more an Argument againſt the 
Neceſſity of Baptiſm, ＋ it may be had, than the 

2 Ex- 


3 


Example of baptized Inſants obtaining Salvation with- joy 
out Faith, is an Argument againſt the Neceſſity of Faith, this 
where the Subject is capable of it. Near the Concluſion moi 
of the fourth Book, he ſays, ** And as the Thief who Y 
% by Neceſſity went without Baptiſm, was ſaved, be- 
„ cauſe, by his Piety, he had it {piritually, So where ( 
„ Baptiſm is had, tho' the Party by Neceſſity go with- 
% out tbat Faith | which the T hit t had, vet he is ſaved, 
© Which the Whole Body of the Chu ch holds, as de- 
* livered to them, in the Caſe ot little Infants bap— 
4% tized; Who certainly cannot yet believe with the 
4% Heart to Rigliteouſneſs, or conteſs with the Mouth 
4% to Salvation, as the Thiet could; nay, by their Cry» 
« ing and Noiſe, while the Sacrament is adminiſtring, 
«« they diſturb the holy Myſteries: And yet zo Chri//ian 
© Man of any Sort will fay, they are baptized to no 
% Purpoſe. 

% And if any one do aſk for Divine Authority in this 
Matter, though that which the whole Church prac- 
6 tſes,* and which has not been inſtituted by Councils, 
++ but was ever in ule, is very reaſon,bly belicved to be 
© no other than a thing ordered by the Authority of the 
% Apofiles : Let we may beſides take a tive Eſtimate, 
% how much the Sacrament of Baptiim does avail In- 
« fants, by the Circumciſion which God's former People 
„received.“ In what follows, he moſt plainly declares, for 
that Baptiſm is to the CHriſtian Infants, as Circumciſion N 
was to the Jcauiſh. | it 

Though Auſtin ſpeaks of Infant Baptiſin in this Place 
but occaſionally, his Words are a full Evidence, that it 
was then univerſally practiſed, and had been ſo beyond 
the Memory of any Man, or of any Record: That they 
took it to be a Thing that had not been enatted by any © 
Council, but had been in uſe from the Beginning of Chri»- ** 

flianity. And they had then but 300 Years to look *** 


back to the Times of the Apoſtles, whereas we now _ © 
have upwards of 1600. And many Writings, and Re- 
cords, which are now loſt, were then extant, and eaſily |_* 
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known. 
It deferves a eu e Remark, that moſt of theſe 


Witneſſes for infant-Baptiſm, were not only faithful to | 
the Lozp Jeſus Chriſt, but were faithful unto Death, 
| 107 + 
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joy fully ſuffering Martyrdom for the Truth : Surely, 


this is a great Acceſſion to the Strength of their Teſti- 
mony. 


1 


one Man, Tertullian, that adviſed the Delay of Intant- 


4 r 
2 2 "I"? 


All theſe things put tagether, ſeem to prove, that In- 


fant Baptiſm was practiſed in the Church of Chrift from 


the Beginning, and conſequently that it is of an Apoſto- 


ical and Divine Original. 


As for the firſt four hundred Years, there appears only 


*Baptiſm in /ome Caſes, and one Gregory, that did per- 


— 


haps practiſe ſuch Delay in the Caſe of his Children; 
but no Society of Men ſo thinking, or fo practifing: 
So in the next ſeven hundred Yeats, there is not fo 
much as one Man to be found, that either ſpoke for, or 
practiſed ſuch Delay. But all the contrary. And when 
one Sect among the Valalenſes declared againſt the Bap- 
tizing of Infants, as being uncapable ot Salvation, the 
main Body of that People rejected their Opinion: And 


thoſe of the:n that held that Opinion, quickly dwindled 
away, and diſappeared; there being no more heard of 
holding that Tenet, till the Riſing ot the German Anti- 


pædobaptiſts, in the Year 1522. * And all the na- 
tional Churches #02v in the World do proteſs and 
„ practiſe Infant. Baptiſm.“ 


This brings do my Remembrance a very clear Proof 


for the Buptiſin ot Intants, which much ſatisfied the 


| Mind of the Great and Good Mr. Baxter; I ſhall relate 
it in his own Words." I am fully ſatisfied, that Mr. 
14 Tombs cannot ſhew me any Society (I think not one 


„Man) that ever opened their Mouths againſt Baptiſm 
of Intants, till about 200 Years ago, or thereabout, 


Which confirms me much, that it is from the Apoſ- 


tles Times, or elie ſome one would have been found 


das an Oppoſer of it; even as I profeſs ſeriouſly, that 
it much ſatisfieth my Conſcience, that Chriſt and his 


A poſtles did never ſhut the Infants of believing Fearvs 
(and conſequently not ot believing Gentiles) from be- 
ing Members of his viſible Church, in that I never 


find in all the New Teſtament one Word of Excep- 


tion, Arguing, Murmuring, or Diſſatisfaction againſt 


it; when as it cannot poſſibly be conceived, but thoſe 


Jes who kept ſuch a Stir before they would let go 


: Cir 
— 
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irenmelſſon, the Sign of Church-Memberſhip, when 
„yet they and Baptiſm, another Sign, would undoubtedly 
*© have becu much more ſcandaliz'd at the Unchurching 
** of a}ktheir Children, and would have, much hardlier 
* have let yo that Privilege of their Church-Member- 
© ſuip, or at leaſt have raiſed ſome Scruple about it, 
© which m:{ht have occationed one Word of Satisfac- 
Hon from ſome one of the Apoſtles; eſpecially when 
Haul cal's them Holy, and Chri/! ſaith, Suffer them t0 
come to me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the King- 
% om of God, I know not how Mr. T- , and 
„ {uch others think on theſe Things; but, for my Part, 
they ſtick ſocloſe to my Conſcience, that I dare not 
* fay, Cri would have no Infants received into his 
* viſible Church among the Number of Chriſtians, 
-<* when I find he once placed them in the Church ; and 
neither Mr. T———, nor any Man breathing, can 
© thew ine one Word of Scripture where ever Chris 
did put them out again; and yet theſe Men pretend 
6 to ſtand to the Determination of Scripture. I would V 
* this one Thing were impartially conſidered. ] 1 

With regard to the Mode of Baptizing, I would V 
only add, Chriſt no where, as far as I can find, re- 
quires Dipping, but only Baptizing ; which Word, many 
molt eminent for Learning and Piety, have declared, 
ſignifies to pour on, or ſprinkle, as well as to dip, As 
our Lord has graciouſly given us a Word of ſuch ex- 
tenſive Meaning, doubtleſs the Parent, or the Perſon 
to be baptized, if he be Adult, ought to chooſe which 
Way he beſt approves, What GOD has left :ndiffercnt 
it becomes not Man to make neceſlary. 

I think it proper in this Place to fubjoin what Dr. 
Watts has declared concerning the Signification of this 
Word, * The Greek Word Baptizo, (ſays he) ſigni- 
fies to zuaſb any Thing properly by Water coming over 

1. Now there are ſeveral Ways of ſuch Waſhing, 
(vix.) Sprinkling Water on it in a ſmall Quantity, Pouring 
Water on it in a larger Quantity, or Dipping it under Wa- 
ter, either in part or in whole: And fince this ſeems to 
be left undetermined in Scripture to one particular 
Mode; therefore any of theſe Ways of Waſhing may 
be ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſe of this — 
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COLLIN 
Now that the Greek Word ſignifies Maſbing a Thing in 


general by Water coming over 1t, and not always D/p- 
ping, is argued by learned Men, not only from ancient - 
Greek Authors, but from the New Te/fament itſelf, as - 
Luke xi. 38. The Phariſees marveiled that jeſus had not 
ini waſhed before Dinner. In Greek, that he was not firſt 
Baptized; and can it be ſuppoſed, that they would have 


him dip himſelf in Water? Mark vii. 4. The Phariſees, 


avben they come from the Market, eat not except they are 
waſhed, In Grech, except they are Baptized ; ſurely it 
cannot mean except they were dipped, And if this 
ſhould be reſtrained to fignity <va/hing their Hands 
only, yet it does not ſignity necefſarily dipping them; 
for the Manner of waſhing their Hands of old, was by 
pouring Water on them, as Eliſha poured Mater on the 
Hands of Elijab, 2 Kings iii. 11. Yet further they 
practiſed the I. Hi of Tables (in Greet, Baptiſm of Beds 

yell as Cups and Heils. Now Beds could not uſuglly- 
be waſhed by dipping, Heb. ix, 10. The Jus had di- 
vers. Waſhings preſcribed by Moes, (in Greet, Baptiſms) 
which were Hprinkliug and Pouring Water on Things, as 
well as Plunging them all over in Water. The Children 
of Iſrael were baptized unto Mojes in the Cloud and the 
Sea, in their Paſſage thro' the Red. Sca, at their March 


from Fg yt, 1 Cor, xii. 2. Not that they were dipped in 


the Water, but that they were rin by the Clouds 
over their Heads, and perhaps by the Water which 
ſtood up in Heaps as they paſſed by. 

Beſides, Pouring or Sprinkling more naturally repre» 
ſents moſt of the ſpiritual Bleſſings ſigniſied by Baptiſm, 
(viz.) the Sprinkling the Blood of Crit on the Con- 
ſcience, or the Pouring out of the Spirit on the Perſon 
baptized, or Sprinkling him with clean Water, as an 
Emblem of the Influence of the Spirit; all which are 
the Things ſignified in Baptiſm, as different Repreſen- 
tations of the Cleanſing away of the Guilt or Defile- 
ment of Sin thereby, | 

I conclude, fince this Controverſy has Difficulties at- 
tending it, Perſons of an honeſt and lincere Soul, in 
ſearching out the Truth, may happen to run into diſte. 
rent Opinions: But the Things wherein we agree, are 
ſo important, as ſhould not ſuffer vs to quarrel 2 

the 


E 


the leſſer Things wherein we differ. Our Brethren, who 
reject Infant-Baptiſm, as well as wewho practiſe it, all 
agree in a Beliet of the ſacred Inſtitution of this Or- 
dinance : We all agree, that Children ſhould be devoted 
to GOD, and ſhould be Partakers ef all the Privileges 
which Scripture admits, and that they ſhould grow up 
under all poſſible Obligations to Duty; and ſince each 
of us defires to find out the Will of Chr:i/?, and practiſe 
it accordingly, it is a moſt unreaſonable Thing, that 
we ſhould be angry with each other, becauſe ſome of 
us are devoted to God and Chriſt, by this Ceremony, 
a little /ooxer or a little later than others; or becauſe 
ſome devote their Children to GOD in Baptiſm, as a 
Claim of Privileges, and an Obligation to Duties, be- 
fore they can do this for themſelves, and are capable of 
acting therein: Or becauſe ſome of us think, this Or- 
| + dinance requires much Water, and Ng whole Body 
pgnecried in it; others ſuppoſe, a little is ſuſficient, 
N andWhat he who hath the F = or Head waſhed in this 
Solemnity, has as true a Significancy of Goſpel Benefits 
and Obligations, as he, who has his whole Body put un- 
der Water, fince our Saviour thought ſo when he waſhed 
Peter's Feet, Jo/n xi. 10. In ſhort, where Faith vin 
Chriſt, and Love to Gop, and Obedience to the ſancti. 
fying Operations of the 5pirit, are made neceflary to 
Salvation, and agreed upon by us all, it is Pity that theſe 
lefſer Things ſhould raiſe ſuch unhappy Contentions a- 
mong the Diſciples of the blefled Jzsvs, the Prince of 
Peace, 
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